
Name: _____________________ 

 

Dusting for Fingerprints 

 
1. Apply a fine layer of cocoa powder to a brush. 

2. Gently brush the cocoa powder across the surface of an item to look for fingerprints. 

3. When you find a print, use a piece of packing tape to “pick up” the print and place the 

tape with the print below. Be sure to write down where you got the print from!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Taking your Own Fingerprints 

 
1. Take a pencil and scribble a bunch on a scrap piece of paper.  

2. Press your finger to the scribble to get some of the excess pencil graphite on your finger 

pad. 

3. Press your graphite covered fingerprint to a piece of packing tape. Stick the tape below. 

Be sure to write down which finger the prints came from!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Identifying and Classifying Fingerprints 

 
1. Look at the fingerprint pattern classifications in the chart below. Go back to the fingerprints you 

found dusting and your own fingerprints - label as many features as you can.  

 

 
Source: http://www.reachoutmichigan.org/funexperiments/agesubject/lessons/handouts/print_patterns.html 

 

http://www.reachoutmichigan.org/funexperiments/agesubject/lessons/handouts/print_patterns.html

